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TELCON

The President

Ball

10/24/62, 10:45 p.m.

(m*%ﬁl Q / )

Pres. - I have had this letter read to me. Should we answer tkx
that? ‘

Ball -~ There is nopoint lmxawxwexiag to answer 1t until we see
what happens tomorrow morning. Bob McNamara says thing which
they are likely to get tomorrow is a tamker and we will halt
it and ask it where it is going.

Pres. - If it does not respond?

Ball - Then we stop 1t. There really is not @ .iiveievaconns

we answer here.

Pres. - ........ BYREREXix sympathetic.
Ball - I don't think we should hesitate at all.

Pres. - Appeal to reasoning, but I wouldn't know whether we
might give that back to him. I wouldn't want to hesitate.

It seems to me that this record will be published. .........
my two letters to him and his two to me. This is a sympathetic
appeal. Imagine what you would do if you were in my position.
Who have we got around here who can xit write a letter?

Ball - Harlan Cleveland is here and myself. We can do that,

Pres. - It wouldn't have to be too long. "As I stated in my
speech, reassurances that these weapons are not being sent.
That is the reason we are taking this stard, and it is a source

of regret to me.'" This thing is supposed to come through at

2 AMeeeoanass;

Ball - The way the ztstm situation stands is that the ship which
we would stop is a tanker. We are not authorized to board or
take any action .1f the boat refuses to stop.

Pres. - Let's assume that this tanker is not going to stop for

us. We cught to have a first case a tanker or amother ship, a
cargo ship.

®all - He sent all the cargo ships back and left in this

situation. Unless we mazke an m issue of the first ship, they
will %$hink in Moscow that we have chickened out,@Let me talk
further with McNamara about that xms tonight. s
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k Ball (con't.) If we wait two or three days, they may think
we do not mean it.

Pres. - Let me talk to Bob and come back to you. If we are

not going to check this Oné......... In view of hig wire, we

can probably afford to be more fuzzy about our answer to U
Thant,

Ball - We could hold off an answer to U Thant tonight and give
it to him in the morning.

Pres. - the press will not do it

Ball - It might we just as well to put it off until we see S,
what will happen to the tanker in the morning. o

Pres. - Then take another look at it, I wouldn't see any advantige
in this tonight.k Is that what Rat Adlai wants.

Ball -~ I talked to Dean. I have not been able to reach Adlai,

Pres. - I will be back in a minute,
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